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PLAT 39, LOT 417 
 

BUILT BY CHARLES C. and HENRY M. TABER 
Built 1871-1872 

 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
This house is a contributing building within the Wayland Historic District (listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places); it is identified in the inventory as “Mr. & Mrs. Albert 
E. Farwell House (ca. 1880).”    
 
The house is not located within any Historic District overlay zone designated by the City 
of Providence. 
 
 
NOTES 
 
Research done for this report indicates a different name and construction date than 
were assigned to this house in the National Register inventory (written in 2005).   
 
The house first appears on the 1872 Moses Brown Farm Plat map, and it is also 
illustrated on the 1875 city atlas, when it was owned by real estate developers Charles 
C. and Henry M. Taber of New York.  The Tabers evidently built this house as rental 
property.  Albert E. Farwell bought the house from the Tabers in 1883; he and his wife 
Abbie were the first owner-occupants, and lived here for several years. 
 
The garage was constructed between 1926 and 1937 by owner Velena B. Watkins. 
 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Assessor’s Plat Maps and Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office)1 
 
The 2014 map for AP 39 identifies 43 Elmgrove Avenue as Lot 417.  The irregularly 
shaped lot has 88 feet of frontage on Elmgrove, 100 feet on Humboldt Avenue, and a 
total area of 9,100 sq.ft.  A garage stands behind the house in the southeast corner of 
the lot. 
 
Note that the chain of title card locates the property on Humboldt Ave.  
 
Chain of Title Card for AP 39, Lot 417 – HUMBOLDT AVENUE 
Abbie J. Farwell, wife of Albert E. Farwell, owned the property as of November 1, 1887. 

                                                      
1 Chain of Title Cards typically list owner names beginning in the late 19th c.; earlier ownership is identified 
through deed research.  The cards are only available as scanned digital images, and the scanning 
sometimes did not fully reproduce the original card, so some names or dates can be incomplete or 
illegible. 
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Hattie E. Scott and Viola M. Farwell owned the property as of February 2, 1903. 
Hattie E. Scott and Viola M. Scott owned the property as of February 1, 1908. 
Anne M.H. Mathews owned the property as of March 1, 1919. 
Velena B. Watkins owned the property as of June 16, 1922. 
Flora Tetreault owned the property as of December 1956. 
Albert F. Tetreault and wife Therese J. Tetreault owned the property as of December 

1959. 
Albert F. Tetreault D. Rec. owned the property as of September 7, 1978. (Refers to  

Probate Records #76760.) 
Homelund [sic] realty Assoc., Inc., owned the property as of January 21, 1988. (Refers 

to Deed Book 1737/Page 212.) 
Larry S. Abrams and Jacqueline S. Abrams owned the property as of January 31, 1996. 
 (Ref DB 3270/44.) 
Geraldine Killilea and Michael Fadil owned the property as of September 24, 1998. (Ref  

DB 3901/252.) 
Susan Cu-Uvin and Peter Uvin owned the property as of September 26, 2000. (Ref  

DB 4469/17.) 
[Last entry on this card] 
 
According to the Assessor’s data base, the current owners (since 2010) are Clifford J. 
Fields and Angela Simpson (2/3 interest) and John Simpson and Ellen Simpson (1/3 
interest).  The first two listed of 10 previous owners are Susan Cu-Uvin and Peter Uvin.  

 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds) (SELECT MAPS ATTACHED) 
 
Maps indicate that the house was built between 1870 and 1872, and that its owners in 
1875 were C.C. and H.M. Taber.  Note that the Moses Brown Farm was platted multiple 
times, in 1865-1868, 1870, 1872, 1878, and 1891; only some of those maps are 
referenced herein.  
 
1857:  “Map of Providence, R.I.” by H.F. Walling, shows no buildings in this location, in 
what was then the Elm Grove Farm. (Archives) 
 
1865-1868:  “Plat of Elm Grove Farm belonging to Moses B. Jenkins, surveyed and 
drawn April 18, 1865, copied August 31, 1868 by C.E. Paine,” recorded in Plat Book 
8/Page 15, copied on Plat Card 215. This map shows the boundaries of the extensive 
property purchased by Charles C. and Henry M. Taber in 1868 (see Deed Book 
184/Page 77, below).  Neither Elmgrove nor Humboldt Avenues had yet been laid out, 
and no buildings are shown on this map. (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1870:  “Plat of the Moses Brown Farm, surveyed and platted January 1870 by C.E. 
Paine,” recorded in PB 11/2 and copied on Plat Card 281.  Shows numerous new 
streets, including Elmgrove and Humboldt, and several hundred house lots laid out.  
The future site of 43 Elmgrove Ave, at the southeast corner of Humboldt Ave., is Lot 97, 
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measuring 100 feet on Elmgrove by 190 feet on Humboldt Ave.  No buildings are shown 
on this lot.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1872:  “Moses Brown Farm Plat, by Cushing & Co., June 1872,” recorded in PB 11/10 
and copied on Plat Card 286.  Shows the current house at the southeast corner of 
Elmgrove and Humboldt Aves., no address number is indicated, but the lot number is 
97, measuring 19,000 sq.ft.  An outbuilding behind the house, probably a barn or 
carriage house, disappeared by 1875. (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1875:  “City Atlas of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins, Vol. 1, Plate K, shows the current 
house at the southeast corner of Elmgrove and Humboldt Aves.; no address number is 
indicated, but the lot number is 97, measuring 15,000 sq.ft., owned by C.C. and H.M. 
Taber. (A 4,000 sq.ft. lot had been subdivided from the east end of Lot 97.) (Archives) 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 6, Pages 32-33, 
shows the house with the address 43 Elmgrove Ave., on a 10,000 sq.ft. lot.  (Another 
5,000 sq.ft. lot had been subdivided from the east end of the property.)  Owner name is 
not indicated. (Archives) 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 20, shows a small 
garage behind (southeast of) the house at 43 Elmgrove Ave. (the address is mistakenly 
indicated as “33”), owned by V. Watkins. (Archives) 
   
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 20, shows the 
current, larger garage behind (southeast of) the house at 43 Elmgrove Ave., owned by 
V.B. Watkins.  The lot size is still 10,000 sq.ft. at this time; it was later reduced to the 
current 9,100 sq.ft. (Archives) 
 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds, unless otherwise noted) 
 
Deeds confirm that the house was standing when Albert E. Farwell bought the property 
in 1883.  He transferred the property to his wife Abbie J. Farwell in 1887. 
 
Deed Book 184/Page 77:  On October 1, 1868, William Jones Hoppin of New York City, 
guardian of the person and estate of Moses B. Jenkins of Providence (by court decree 
of September 2, 1868) sold to Charles C. Taber of Staten Island, New York and Henry 
M. Taber of New York City, for $308,312, three parcels of land as illustrated on the Plat 
of the Elm Grove Farm of 1865-1868 (see Plat Map, above, for full citation).  Lot 1 
measured 1,557.12 ft. on the north, 2,609.21 ft. on Wayland “St.” (east), 1,158 ft. on 
Angell St. (south),and 2,305.36 ft. on “Asylum St.” (west, now Arlington Ave.).  Lot 1 
contained 3,260,245 sq.ft. of land, including the future site of 43 Elmgrove Ave.  
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(Note:  Moses B. Jenkins (1835-1895) was the grandson of Moses Brown; he 
had inherited all of the Elm Grove Farm north of Angell Street.2  Why he required 
a court-appointed guardian in 1868, at the age of 33, is unknown.) 

 
DB 319/189:  On February 28, 1883, Charles C. Taber and Henry M. Taber of New York 
City sold to Albert E. Farwell of Pascoag, for $9,000, a parcel of land with buildings and 
improvements at the southeast corner of Elmgrove and Humboldt Avenues, measuring 
100 feet on Humboldt and 100 feet on Elmgrove and containing 10,000 sq.ft.  Being a 
portion of Lot 97 on the Moses Brown Farm Plat of 1872 by Cushing & Co. (Plat Book 
11/Page 10 [card 286].  Subject to the condition that any new building shall be set back 
at least 20 feet from either avenue.  Also subject to an agreement to lease the premises 
for 2 years, from June 1, 1882, to Laura L. Burroughs and W.H. Burroughs, for $500 
rent per year. 
 
DB 343/85:  On October 29, 1887, Albert E. Farwell of Providence sold to Louis 
Hollingsworth of Providence, for $10, a parcel of land with buildings and improvements 
at the southeast corner of Elmgrove and Humboldt Avenues, measuring 100 feet on 
Humboldt and 100 feet on Elmgrove and containing 10,000 sq.ft.  Being a portion of Lot 
97 on the Moses Brown Farm Plat of 1872 by Cushing & Co. (Plat Book 11/Page 10 
[card 286].  Being the same conveyed to the grantor by Charles C. and Henry M. Taber 
on February 28, 1883 (DB 319/189).   
 
DB 343/86:  On October 29, 1887, Louis Hollingsworth of Providence sold to Abbie J. 
Farwell, wife of Albert E. Farwell of Providence, for $10, a parcel of land with buildings 
and improvements at the southeast corner of Elmgrove and Humboldt Avenues, 
measuring 100 feet on Humboldt and 100 feet on Elmgrove and containing 10,000 sq.ft.  
Being a portion of Lot 97 on the Moses Brown Farm Plat of 1872 by Cushing & Co. (Plat 
Book 11/Page 10 [card 286].   
 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 3 
 
Records indicate that the house was standing as of 1883, which is the first recorded 
entry for AP 39/Lot 417.  The original lot number is not known.   
 

                                                      
2 Jones, Robert O. Historic and Architectural Resources of The East Side, Providence:  A Preliminary 
Report (Providence, 1989), p. 13. 
 
3 Tax Records:  Prior to 1854, Providence tax records only identified the name of the taxpayer and the 
amount of tax paid – not the location of the taxable property, or whether it was real estate or personal 
property.  As of August 1, 1854, the Tax Assessor began using a system of plats and lots to identify 
individual parcels of real estate (although records did not indicate how many buildings were on any given 
lot, or distinguish between primary buildings and outbuildings, until the latter half of the 20th century). Tax 
records from the latter half of the 19th century are indexed by plat number, and recorded in a series of 
ledgers labeled “A” through “E.”   
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Ledger D3/Page 463 – As of May 1, 1883, Albert E. Farwell and wife Abbie J. Farwell 
owned AP 39/417, measuring 10,000 sq.ft. and valued at $1,400 for land and $5,000 for 
buildings.  As of June 30, 1883, a building had been added to the property (presumably 
an outbuilding), and the assessed value was increased to $6,000 for buildings.  Refers 
to Deed Book 343/Pages 85 and 86 (see Deeds, above).   
 

(Note: Tax records were checked to see if the original assessor’s lot number 
might have been 97, consistent with the lot number in the Moses Brown Farm 
Plat.  The earliest entry found for AP 39/97 was dated July 1872, for a 20,000 
sq.ft. lot owned by Charles C. and Henry M. Taber, which was assessed at $400 
for land and $0 for buildings (Ledger B5/Page 200).  However, this entry 
evidently does not refer to the property at 43 Elmgrove, because the June 1872 
Moses Brown Farm Plat map shows the house standing (see photo p. 6).  The 
Tabers owned over 300 lots in Plat 39 – none of them numbered 417 – so it was 
not possible to track down the original assessor’s lot number for this property 
within the scope of this report.)   

 
 
Directories (Archives)4 
 
Neither Charles C. Taber nor Henry M. Taber was a resident of Providence when this 
house was built, so it evidently was constructed as rental property.  Albert E. Farwell’s  
deed of 1883 (see Deeds, above) references an existing 2-year lease on the property to 
Laura C. Burroughs and W.H. Burroughs; however neither was found listed in 
directories.  The names of any other tenants prior to 1883 are unknown.  
 
City Directories 
 
1870-1875 Charles C. Taber and Henry M. Taber not listed. 
 
1882-1884 William H. Burroughs, driver, lived at various addresses, none on  

Elmgrove Ave.  No other W.H. or Laura L. Burroughs was listed. 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh   August 2014

                                                      
4 Providence City Directories were published intermittently beginning in 1824, and annually as of 1850.  
Until 1892, these volumes contained a street directory (listing the names and locations of all existing 
streets), and an alphabetical listing of residents and businesses.  Residents’ professions and business 
addresses (if any) were noted before home addresses.  As of 1892, city directories also included a 
section listing residential buildings by street address; this was published separately as a House Directory 
from 1895-1935.  The notation “(h)” indicates home or a head of household; “(b)” indicates a boarder. 
 
Providence House Directories list all residential buildings by street address.  These began publication 
in 1892, incorporated within the larger City Directory.  Separate House Directories were published from 
1895 to 1937 (biannually from 1901); these were often a year behind the city directories during this 
period.  As of 1938, the house directory was reincorporated within the City Directory. 
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1870 Moses Brown Farm Plat map – shows   
Lot 97, 19,000 sq.ft.; this is the future site of 
43 Elmgrove Ave. 

 
1872 Moses Brown Farm Plat map – shows 
the house standing on Lot 97.  

 
1875 atlas – shows 43 Elmgrove Ave. (no 
address number), on Lot 97, now 15,000 
sq.ft., owned by C.C. & H.M. Taber. 

 
1895 atlas – shows address 43 Elmgrove 
Ave; lot size reduced to 10,000 sq.ft. 

 
1926 atlas – shows a small garage behind “33” 
Elmgrove Ave. (typo), owned by V. Watkins.    

 
1937 atlas – shows a bigger, new garage behind 43 
Elmgrove Ave., owned by V.B. Watkins. 


	Directories (Archives)

